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large extent militates against sound sanitary arrangements throughout the country. When I was Commissioner at Raipur, we had a series of lectures on Saturday evenings in the Town Hall on social, sanitary, educational, and moral subjects. The Civil Surgeon was lecturing on usanitatioD,55 and delivered a very clear and popular address which, some of us thought, must have made a great impression. What was our surprise when we found a member of the Bar, an orthodox Hindu, but very fairly versed in English, rising and delivering an English speech in defence of the opposition or indifference of the people to sanitary measures.
I remember that one point which he made was this, " The Civil Surgeon has spoken to us strongly of the insanitary condition of the great tank in the middle of the city, and of the impurities which analysis has found in its waters. We could see that he even shuddered as he spoke of people drinking that water. Now I and my family have drunk that water for years and have never drunk anything else. On the other hand, I have no doubt that the Civil Surgeon sometimes eats beef at his dinner. As for me? on account of the traditions of my people, and my hereditary views in regard to the -cow, I cannot think of eating beef without shuddering in a similar way. It is all a matter of tradition and training. The Civil Surgeon has no more right to call upon me to give up the water which I have been in the habit of drinking than I have to call on him to give up the beef of which Ms religion allows him to partake."
Somewhat different from this was the case, a very exceptional one indeed, of an officer well up in the Service, under whom I had once to serve. He was a man by no means wanting in courage or in pluck, and he had often faced unmoved great danger in the jungle; but there was one thing of which he was always in deadly fear, that was cholera. When there was any cholera visitation that required the personal attention of a Magistrate, he always sent out one of his subordinates. In sending me out on one occasion he said to me quite frankly, " I send you out